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A VOICE FOR WOMEN AND FAMILIES

IN DEFENSE QF SUCCESS

Federal safety net programs work and are needed, but Congress plans to
cut their funding significantly. E.J. Dionne complains in his article, /n Defernise
of Success: Government Really Can Lessen Poverty, in the July 18 Washington
Post, that liberals rarely talk about what their prograrns have actually achieved
and that some on the left worry that saying certain things are working is a form
of selling out because it distracts attention from all that is wrong. He says the
new studies by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (available at
www.cbpp.org), show that programs aimed at lifting up Americans with low in-
comes actually do what they say they do, and he points to a growing recognition
on the part of progressives that after
years of playing defense against con-
servative claims, it is time to go on
offense. Excerpts from Dionne's ar-
ticle follow.

“The fact is that every year 27 mil-
lion Americans are lifted from poverty
by our system of public benefits. More
than 80 million Americans receive
heaith insurance through a govern-
ment program—Medicaid, Medicare
or the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, known as SCHIP.
Without these programs, tens of mil-
lions would be unable to afford access to meadical care. As the Center notes,
government programs reduce both the extent and the depth of povarty.

‘Does all this cost a fortune? Not by any fair reckoning. Federal spending on
Medicaid and SCHIP represents 1.5 percent of gross domastic product. Federal
financing for the rest of the low-income programs consumes just 2.3 percent of
GDP. For a sense of comparison, consider that defense spending consumes 4
percent of GDP and interest on the national debt gobbles up 1.5 percent. Presi-
dent Bush's tax cuts — which go in large part to the wealthiest Americans — will
consume roughly 2 percent of GDP

“And federa! spending for the poor does a huge amount of good. Food
stamps, the Center notes, “help more than 25 million people with low incomes
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and reduced-price meals to 22 million school children from low-income families,
The supplemental nutrition program for women, infants and children known as
WIC helps about 8 million pregnant and postpartum wormen and their children
under 5. One of its effects has been to reduce the incidence of low birth weight
among infants. Think of WIC as one of our most important pro-life programs.

“Or take the earned-income tax credit, which supplements the incomas of the
working poor. Census data show that in 2002 the EITC “lifted 4.9 million people
out of poverty, including 2.7 million children.” Without the EITC,” the center notes,
“the poverly rate among children would have been nearly one-third higher.”
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Women, Children and Famitips

NEVADA'S SAFETY NET

The number of Nevadans living
helow the poverty level has increased
steadily since 1990. Factors such as
fow child support enforcement, jobs
that pay less than living wage, failure
of employers to offer health insurance,
and lack of affordable housing create
a need for safety nat services pro-
vided by the government.

Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families {TANF), Medicaid, food
stamps, and housing subsidies are
some of the most necessary programs
provided by state and federal agen-
cies for poor families. Nevada has
always had inadequate TANF grants
{formerly Aid to Dependent Children).
The maximum monthly TANF grant
for a family of three has been $348
since 1992. A combination of state
and federal dollars fund Medicaid and
Nevada CheckUp, which provide
health care to the poor and to children
of the working poor.

Recent cuts in federal funding will
have a drastic impact on the lives of
poor families in Nevada. The Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities said
“The House budget cutting bill would
ask low income families to shoulder a
large share of the budget-cutting bur-
den, leaving them with less access to

heatth care and basic food aid. In
addition, children would receive less
i

b

of the child support payments they are
owad " (Sea Fadaral Cuts on page 2.)
Cuts targeting children, child sup-
port enforcement and foster care case
management funds will put those chil-
dren at risk. Nevada's share of the
burden In caring for the poor, the eld-
erly and the disabled will expand with
the propased cuts. This is sure to be
reflected in the 2007 state budget to
be considered by Nevada's legislature.






